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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Convocation remarks stress moving, transition 
Grand Valley's chief academic officer outlined her goals for the upcom-
ing year during Convocation, which marked her first speech before an 
assembled faculty. 
Provost Gayle Davis said she looks forward to leading the university's 
strategic planning process and continuing to build Grand Valley 's 
academic reputation . 
"Last year you got a new president, and this year, you're wondering, 
' Who is this new provost?"' she said. "I can tell you I'm pleased with 
the campus ' strategic planning effort and plan to devote time to lead 
[that process]." 
Davis, who began her tenure at Grand Valley on July 1, said once the 
plan is finalized it will help "guide the progress" of determining the uni-
versity's academic and curriculum standards, as well as its size and 
character. (More on the planning process can be found on page 3.) 
She also said it 's important to remember the learning and scholarship 
that accompanies each new campus building or renovation project. 
During her address on August 23 in the Fieldhouse, Davis found mov-
ing and transition an appropriate theme. She asked other newcomers in 
continued on page 2 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
President Mark A. Murray greets Provost Gayle Davis at Convocation, 
held August 23 in the Fieldhouse. Davis used moving and transition as 
a theme for her keynote address. 
------------------------- •••--------------------------
Across Campus 
Dean of International 
Education takes 
leave of absence 
George Kieh, Jr., dean of International 
Education at Grand Valley, has taken a leave 
of absence from the university for the 2002-03 
academic year to work in the political science 
department at Morehouse College in Atlanta. 
Wendy Wenner, associate vice president for 
Academic Affairs, was named acting dean of 
International Education while continuing her 
duties in the Provost's Office. An assistant 
dean will be hired to oversee day-to-day 
affairs at the Padnos International Center. 
"George and Wendy will work together 
during this year to plan for continued devel-
opment of the Padnos Center," said Gayle 
Davis, provost. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Wenner said she will continue to concentrate 
on international partnerships that Kieh estab-
lished last year with universities in Ghana, 
Cuba, and the Netherlands, and continue 
developing new educational programs and 
other initiatives. 
Nursing faculty enter 
mask in Hospice event 
By entering the Hospice of Michigan Mask 
Project 2 Contest, Grand Valley nursing 
faculty and staff members hope to draw 
attention to the nationwide nursing shortage. 
Mask Project 2 is a statewide exhibition and 
auction of more than 250 clay masks painted 
by local and national celebrities and communi-
ty organizations. The masks will be displayed 
in an exhibit at Woodland Shopping Center in 
Grand Rapids from September 13-October 24. 
Through the auction, Hospice officials hope to 
raise nearly 
$500,000 to 
support 
patients and 
families 
served by the 
organization. 
Kirkhof 
School of 
Nursing 
faculty and 
staff mem-
bers, along 
with other 
members of 
the West 
Michigan 
'The New Face of Nursing' is a 
mask submitted by the West 
Michigan Nursing Advisory 
Council for the Hospice of 
Michigan Mask Project 2 
Contest. 
Nursing Advisory Council , submitted a mask 
designed by Arianna Baker titled "The New 
Face of Nursing." The mask has a mirror-like 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page I 
surface , symbolically reflecting anyone who looks at the mask as a 
potential nurse . Phyllis Gendler, KSON dean, said submitting a mask 
entry was an avenue to increase public awareness of the nursing shortage. 
"We need to continue to have information out there that there is a 
shortage, there is a group working on the shortage, and that all people 
can become nurses," she said. 
Gendler was instrumental in establishing the WMNAC, formerly the 
West Michigan Nursing Summit, two years ago to discuss and address 
issues related to nursing care in West Michigan. The WMNAC was 
recently named an advisory group of the Alliance for Health. 
Grand Valley's Art and Design Department has sponsored 10 other 
masks for the project. 
'Surviving College' seminar 
planned to help freshmen adjust 
Prior to hitting the 
books, some Grand 
Valley students hit 
the water, on a 
canoe trip designed 
to build friendships 
and mentorships. 
The Office of 
Multicultural Affairs 
coordinated a 
"Surviving College" 
orientation for 
incoming freshmen 
enrolled in one of 
three minority schol-
arship programs. 
About 50 students , 
Photo by Jessica Miller 
Students participating in the 'Surviving College' 
orientation load buses with their luggage for an 
overnight trip to Montague. 
including upperclassmen as mentors, attended the August 21-23 event, 
which was also sponsored by the Math and Science Division. 
Eduardo Sanchez , assistant director of Multicultural Affairs, said the 
orientation included an overnight stay at Montague's Pioneer Trails , 
where the group took a four-hour canoe trip . Other activities included 
seminars on community service and time management , cultural work-
shops, and a welcome address from President Mark A. Murray. 
Participating students are enrolled in the Minority Business Education 
Center, Minority Science Education Center, or Minority Teaching 
Education Center. 
GVSU hosts networking event 
for business owners 
Local minority business owners and corporate procurement diversity 
agents recently attended a networking event at Grand Valley's Allendale 
Campus. Sponsored by the Michigan Minority Business Development 
Council's West Michigan affiliate, the event promotes diversity 
awareness and participation by enhancing business opportunities and 
professional development. 
Steve Long-Nguyen Robbins, director of the Woodrick Institute for the 
Study of Racism and Diversity at Aquinas College, was the guest 
speaker. An afternoon golf outing and awards dinner at the Meadows 
Golf Club culminated the event. 
Purchasing Services is responsible for administering GVSU 's Supplier 
Diversity Program that will provide opportunities for minority-owned 
companies to participate in contracts as suppliers, contractors, and sub-
contractors performing work for the university. Contact Ester Burns, 
senior buyer, at x2282 with questions about the program. 
Campus Connector adds shuttle run 
GVSU recently added an additional Campus Connector shuttle run 
between 7 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Thursday to accommodate an 
increasing number of riders. 
The bus will run every 20 minutes between the Allendale and Pew Grand 
Rapids campuses. The shuttle runs will begin at 10 minutes, 30 minutes, 
and 50 minutes after the hour. At 6:20 p.m , the shuttle will return to 
every half hour and leave at 20 minutes after the hour and 50 minutes 
after the hour. The shuttle will now stop at the Kirkhof Center and 
Mackinac Hall on the Allendale Campus. 
Schedules for the Campus Connector, Off-Campus Apartment Shuttle, 
and Weekend Connector are available at the Kirkhof Center, Public 
Safety, and at the De Vos Center. For more information call the Pew 
Campus Operations department at x6700 . 
continued on page 3 
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Volume 27, Number 5 
The GVSU Forwn is published by the News 
and Informat ion Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6 16-895-222 I. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/onl ine/ forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State Uni versity is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's dai ly on line 
publication , on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu .edu/ 
GVNOW 
Teaching, service awards presented at convocation 
continued from page I 
the audience to stand , then asked veteran Grand 
Valley faculty, staff, and students to stand. 
"There is a lot of displacement at the beginning of a 
new semester," she said and called on faculty and 
students to "grow and stretch together." 
Cliff Welch, associate history professor, addressed 
the audience for the first time as chairman of the 
University Academic Senate. During his remarks, 
Welch called on administrators and faculty mem-
bers to continue to work toward "shared gover-
nance" of the university. 
He expressed concern about the number of adjunct 
and visiting professors on campus, and said the 
number of "regular" faculty members - which he 
cited at 60 percent - was too low. 
The Outstanding Teacher Award was presented to 
Brian White , associate professor of English, who 
joined Grand Valley in 1990. David Rathbun, 
professor of communications, received the 
Outstanding University Service Award , and Library 
Director Lee Lebbin was recognized as the 
Administrative/Professional Achievement recipient. 
Barbara Roos , Laura VanderBroek , and James 
Walker were recognized as 25-year faculty 
members . 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Global visionary 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Oscar Arias, former presi-
dent of Costa Rica and a 
Nobel Peace Laureate, 
addresses faculty members 
at the Eighth Annual Fall 
Conference on Teaching 
and Learning, held August 
21 in Padnos Hall. 
The event was sponsored by 
the Faculty Teaching and 
Learning Center. 
-------------•••-------------
What's Ahead 
Student nerve center to be dedicated 
For anyone who has studied or worked at Grand Valley, the Kirkhof 
Center has always been a hub of activity. And after a 16-month 
renovation project, the building will likely become busier. 
The construction project includes a three-floor addition to the northwest 
side of the building for student organization and assembly space, student 
activities programming, and the Office of Student Life. 
Significant interior renovation was done to the entire existing 73,000-
square-foot building including the creation of a main street atrium area 
providing light dining , shopping, information services, and social lounge 
space. Other areas include expanded seating for dining , upgraded food 
service, new games lounge and big-screen theater, e-mail computer termi-
nals, and student lounge areas. New space for the Women's Center is 
located on the main level. Renovations within the University Bookstore 
include the new Copy Center for printing services and mail services. 
A brief ceremony and traditional ribbon cutting will be held at 12 noon 
on Wednesday, August 28. President Mark A. Murray and Student Senate 
President Thomn Bell will provide remarks . Building tours and an ice 
cream social will follow the ceremony. 
Student artist Lisa Orr will be at the dedication. Her sculpture of stained 
glass airplanes was selected from a student competition. The sculpture is 
located on the main level in the center of the building. 
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Committee updates 
strategic planning process 
President Mark A. Murray, working with university constituent 
groups to identify representatives, appointed a University Strategic 
Planning Advisory Committee in May. The committee's goal is to 
articulate a draft of a vision, core values, and strategic goals, as well 
as revisit the university's mission. Its work will then be distributed to 
the university community and recommendations will be incorporated 
prior to presentation to the president for approval. 
The committee convened in May to meet one another and to receive 
a strategic planning sourcebook as reference material for the planning 
process. Murray met with the group to express hi s appreciation and 
share some of his thoughts about the university. 
Members met for a second time on July 30 with Gayle Davis, new 
provost and chair of the Planning Advisory Committee . Facilitator 
Carmelita Murphy discussed strategic planning in the context of 
learning theory. Members began creating a draft of a shared vision 
for Grand Valley. 
The committee will meet on Wednesday, September 25, to further 
develop the vision , address shared values, and discuss the current 
mission. Additional meetings have been scheduled for October and 
November. 
The committee will continue to provide periodic updates. For ques-
tions or more information, please contact Davis , Pat Oldt, or any 
other member listed below: 
• Dan Aronoff, board member • Judy Whipps , faculty 
• Jessie Dalman , board member • Andy Beachnau , AP 
• Gayle Davis, executive officer • Simone Jona itis, AP 
• Pat Oldt , executive officer • Lisa Haight , COT 
• Tim Schad, execut ive officer • Bruce Morningstar, Public Safety 
• Jon Jellema, dean • Don Drooger, Maintenance 
• Assist. Dean , International Affairs Grounds Services 
• Douglas Kindschi, dean • Lisa Glenn , student 
• Pat Lipetzky, dean • Ben Mathew, student 
• Mike Woods, dean • Corey Lansing , student 
• Dav id Bair, facu lty • James Bolger, alumni 
• Ed Baum , facu lty • Sharon Buursma, alumni 
• Agnes Britton , faculty • Larry De 'Haem, parent 
• Jeff Dongvillo , facu lty • Brenda Fields , parent 
• Paul Mavima, faculty • Lynn Jondahl , community 
• Kim Ranger, faculty • Jeff Koeze, community 
• Jim Sanford, faculty • Mary Alice Williams, communi ty 
---------------------------•••---------------------------
Benefits Bulletin 
Financial counseling 
appointments available 
Information about the Deferred Compensation 
Plan, the pre-tax savings opportunity for 
faculty and staff members, wi ll be detailed 
during information sessions this week. The 
voluntary 457(b) plan is simi lar to the current 
Supplemental Retirement Account 403(b ). 
No appointment is necessary; sess ions are as 
follows: 
• Tuesday, August 27, 12 noon, 1 p.m. , 
2 p.m.: Kirkhof Center, room 004 . 
• Tuesday, August 27, 4 p.m., 6 p.m.: 
University Club Room, De Vos Center, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus . 
• Wednesday,August 28, 11 a.m., 12 noon : 
Kirkhof Center, room 004. 
TIAA-CREF representative 
scheduled on campus 
Individual counseling appointments with 
TIAA-CREF representatives to discuss 
retirement plans are available at the times 
listed below. 
To schedule an appointment, call Diane 
Fredrick at 800-842-2044, or visit the Web site 
at www.tiaa-cref.org/moc. 
• Tuesday, August 27, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m .: 
116 Lake Michigan Hall. 
• Wednesday, August 28, 8:30 a.m .-5 p.m.: 
302C De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. 
• Thursday, August 29, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: 
116 Lake Michigan Hall. 
• Friday, August 30, 8:30 a .m.-5 p.m.: 302C 
De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus . 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 27 
Gallery Hours: "Engaging Memory: 
Contemporary Interpretations of War" by 
Renee Zettle-Sterling . Art Gallery, PAC, 
x2564. 
Tues., Aug. 27 
8:30 a.m.-5 p .m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling sessions . Call 800-842-2044 for 
an appointment. 116 LMH. 
12 noon , 1 p.m. , 2 p.m.: Deferred Compensation 
Plan information session. KC , room 004. 
4 p.m ., 6 p.m.: Deferred Compensation Plan 
information session. University Club Room , 
De Vos Center, Pew Grand Rapids Campus . 
Wed., Aug. 28 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual coun-
seling sessions. Call 800-842-2044 for an 
appointment. 302C De Vos Center, Pew Grand 
Rapids Campus . 
11 a.m ., 12 noon : Deferred Compensation Plan 
information session. KC, room 004. 
12 noon: Grand Opening of Kirkhof Center, 
building tours and ice cream social follow. 
KC . 
7 p.m. Artist Talk. "Dialogue to Process," featur-
ing Renee Zettle-Sterling. Art Gallery, PAC. 
Thurs., Aug. 29 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m .: TIAA-CREF individual coun-
seling sessions. Call 800-842-2044 for an 
appointment. 116 LMH. 
5-7 p.m.: Opening reception for "Engaging 
Memory" by Renee Zettle-Sterling . Art 
Gallery, PAC. 
VENTS 
Fri., Aug. 30 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.: TIAA-CREF individual 
counseling sessions. Call 800-842-2044 for 
an appointment. 302C De Vos Center, Pew 
Grand Rapids Campus. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Fri., Aug. 30 
3 p.m.: Women's soccer. University of 
Indianapolis at Grand Valley. 
Sat., Aug. 31 
3 p.m.: Women 's soccer. University of 
Charleston at Grand Valley. 
Mon., Sept. 2 
10 a.m.: Women's soccer. St. Joseph's College at 
Grand Valley. 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Harriet Singleton , senior counselor in the 
Counseling Center, completed Leadership Grand 
Rapids in May. 
Victoria Veenstra , assistant professor of com-
munications , gave a lecture, titled "Working with 
Handmade Cameras and other tales from the 
Road," for the West Shore Graphic Arts Society 
at the Muskegon Museum of Art. 
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, presented a 
paper, titled "Re-enchant Our Notion of 
Causation," at the Institute of Philosophy, 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , and at the 
international conference on "Whitehead and 
China in the New Millennium," held in Beijing . 
Donna Vanlwaarden , director of the Dorothy 
A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership , was appointed to the 
Michigan Nonprofit Association Board of 
Trustees, which serves to promote the awareness 
and effectiveness of Michigan's nonprofit sector 
and advances the cause of volunteerism and 
philanthropy. 
Brian Kingshott, visiting professor of criminal 
justice , gave the keynote address, titled 
"Terrorism: The New Religious War," at the 
Northeast Criminal Justice Association in 
Providence , Rhode Island. 
Mary Ellen Rivers, assistant professor of 
mathematics, participated in the American 
Mathematical Association of Two-Year Colleges 
summer institute Mathematics in Hawaii. 
Akalu Tefera, assistant professor of mathematics, 
participated in the Center for Discrete 
Mathematics and Theoretical Computer Science 
Reconnect program in Piscataway, New Jersey. 
The program's goal is to expose undergraduate 
teaching faculty to the mathematical sciences 
research enterprise by introducing them to a 
current research topic relevant to the classroom. 
Rebecca Walker , assistant professor of mathe-
matics, has been selected to be a Project NExT 
(New Experiences in Teaching) Fellow. Project 
NExT is a program of the Mathematical 
Association of America for new or recent Ph.D.s 
in the mathematical sciences who are interested 
in improving the teaching and learning of under-
graduate mathematics . 
Math department faculty members gave the 
following presentations at MathFest in 
Burlington, Vermont: Ted Sundstrom, 
"Exploration, Writing, and Proof in 
Mathematics;" Jon Hodge , "Teaching Students 
to Write Proofs;" Clark Wells, "The 
Mathematics of Move: Using Maple and 
Netscape to Solve Linear Algebraic Problems in 
Chemistry Web Page Design." 
Vandana Pednekar-Magal, assistant professor 
of communications, received the Top Faculty 
Research Paper Award for a paper, titled "State 
Theory and Telecommunications Surveillance 
Policy: The Example of the U.S. State 's Clipper 
Chip Initiative," presented at the Association for 
Educators in Journalism and Mass 
Communication's annual conference , held in 
Miami , Florida. She also presented a paper, 
titled , "State Surveillance and the Rhetoric of 
Global Terrorism," at the International 
Association for Media and Communications 
Research annual conference in Barcelona, Spain. 
Danny Balfour, professor and director of the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
received the 2002 Best Book Award from the 
Social Issues in Management Division of the 
Academy of Management for his co-authored 
book, titled Unmasking Administrative Evil. The 
award was presented at the academy's national 
conference in Denver. 
In the News 
Pat Underwood , professor of nursing, was 
interviewed for an article on patient safety that 
appeared in U.S. News & World Report. 
Underwood was the first vice president of the 
American Nurses Association. 
• •• 
